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FACTS IN REGARD TO THE WORKING OF THE 
BRITISH ABOLITION ACT. 


WE propose in this number to give a condensed view of the results 
of the abolition of slavery in the British colonies, as they may be 
gathered from the official reports of the governors of those colonies to 
the authorities of the mother country. The reader will please to 
recollect that these statements, though neither the latest nor the most 
satisfactory, are official. If any one chooses to call them in question, 
we can refer him to the Parliamentary Papers, printed by order of the 
House of Commons, where they may be found. 


JAMAICA. 
NUMBER OF APPRENTICES, 320,000. 


The Marquis of Sligo, in his despatch dated August 13, 1834, 
gays: “In all pee of the island, with the exception alone of St. 
Ann’s parish, the transition from slavery to apprenticeship has been 
effected in the most satisfactory manner, It is a remarkable feature 
in the progress of that transition, that the first of August was devoted, 
in most patts of the island, to devotional exercises. On Sunday the 
places of worship were again unusually crowded, and the day passed 
over in the most orderly and quiet manner, My reports from all parts 
of the island, with the exeeption of St. Ann’s Alone state that on 
Monday the apprentices turned out to their work with even more than 
usual readiness, in some places with alacrity, and all with good 
humor.” : 

But why the exception of St. Ann’s parish? 

The same despatch informs us—“ From what Col. Macleod has 
informed me, I am confident that as soon as the misunderstanding is 
got rid of, they will be quiet, unless forced into rebelljon by the conduct 
of the overseers, and, I am sorry to say, of many of the masters and 
managing attorneys. My letters by yesterday’s post have confirmed 
this opinion, as there have been several petty disturbances, attended 
with cases of punishment, in St. James’s, Westmoreland, and St 
Elizabeth, in almost every instance caused either by the intemperate 
conduct of the overseers, or exaction by the proprietors or managers 
The mothers have been refused time to suckle their children, the usw 
‘old women as nurses have been withdrawn, the field cooks have been 
withdrawn the paths leading from their huts te their provision grounds 
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- Many instances of discontent for similar causes 
n reported to me from St. ‘Thomas in the East; but except in 
above named, nothing can equal the good temper and 
with which all is going on.” 
yprentices are obliged by law to work forty and a half hours 
“Fhe apr their masters, and the rest of their time is at their own dis- 
It is important to remark, that, notwithstanding the prophecy 


a 


pa 


“| the planters to the conttary, ‘the apprentices have always been 
Hom: Fi to work for es in their own time. Some of the masters, 


not. so willing to ages, The Marquis of 
i in ‘his dnp dated 2ist June, Tess, says: “Mr. Walsh, one 


re onde Are that when he named to a relative of 

Y roprietors, who was complaining that the 
not be ‘eogroget to get off his in time, that he was 
ra them (the apprentices) to offer heir labor in. their own 
Hane 8 at the usual rate 7 wages, 1s. 8d. currency, or 1s. sterling per 
hours, he was desired to hold his tongue, an ‘not to speak to the 


aid gent eman about it, as it would make him angry, he having firmly 
ed never to pay any wages to any of his former slaves.” 


Among other important facts in the same despatch, the governor of 
Jamaica states the following: 


“The qua!ity of the sugar made this year is bond fide far superior 
to what i been heretofore made by night work on the majority of 
estates in this island. 

“There has been by far less stock lost in this year’s crop than in 

that of preceding years, and in many places it has been taken off by 

a smaller number. 

“The apprentices generally are evidently beco more reconciled 
to Me system, and work cheerfully for file hate bo night and day, 
and th ey are e bécotitins better behaved every day. 

“The: ginger, , arrow-root, and coffee plantations, are as flourishing 
as ever ey were known to be. 

_ “The negroes will improve, because’ they have done so since the 
t of August, gradually but certainly, in all parts where severity 
snot been practised. 

“ “They passed their holydays at Christmas in an unusually orderly 
manner; and there were, literally speaking, I verily believe, not 
twenty abisntees from their labor on the 27th of December, and they 
worked on New Year’s day without a murmur. 

“They now dig cane holes in many parts of the island at one half- 

nny Reo r hole, earning a dollar a day, digging 160 often in a day, 
or 80 was their task during s avery. 

Fae the whole, I come to the conclusion, that the perfect a 
the new cy during the continuance of the apprenticeship 
mn: entirely on the conduct of the white people; and that if it Pails 

Will rot the entire blame.”* 


ae: must be remembered, that Lord Sligo is himself a West India 
planter, and not one of the leaders of the Anti-Slavery Society. 


* Parliamentary Papers, sess. 1835, No, 278—I, p. 216. 
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The governor of Jamaica has also submitted a multitude of reports 
m the special magistrates, which unanimously corroborate his state- 
ments. | 


J. Daughtrey, special magistrate at St. Elizabeth’s, says: 

k No instanes Pa I believe, ye Oy this quarter, of their 
refusing to work for wages; at any rate, they are doing it now when- 
ever required; and it is within my knowledge that they are even soli- 
citing to be so employed in ther own time, Their free laber has 
more than once been pointed out to me with expressions of approba- 
tion at the manner in which it had been performed. It has happened 
to me several times to see them paid; and I observed with pleasure, 
that, instead of any murmuring at the rate of. wages (at first a ra¢her 
common occurrence), they drew up for ‘the cash,’ as they emphatically 
termed it, with their very best looks and best manners. They are 
capital reckoners of what they have to receive; I would-almost defy 
any one to cheat the most stupid prong them out of the smallest that 
is their due, ‘They are charactenistically fond of money.”* 

S. Pryce, special magistrate in Trelawney, says: “I have much 

easure in reporting to your Excellency, that the whole of this popu- 
ous and extensive district, assigned to my management by your lord- 
ship, is perfectly tranquil and orderly. 

“The apprentices are becoming better behaved, and more recen- 
ciled to their managers under the new system, than heretofore. ‘The 
are gradually settling down to their duty, and performing their wor 
steadily and well. 

“The apprentices geen ap to pay more attention to the 
religious olservance of the sabbath than formerly. 

"They appear desirous of having moral and religious instruction, 
and express a desire to have their children educated ; none of whom 
have they, in any instance, apprenticed to their former masters. 

“They express an anxiety iow t their houses and grounds; and on 
one occasion, I was asked by an apprentice if he could legally pur- 
chase and own land. 

‘Since crop, I have had only one complaint from any manager in 
my beat (46 properties and about 9,000 apprentices), of the appren- 
tices not working faithfully; and, on investigation, [ am satisfied the 
overseer himself was to blame, having stopped their allowance of 
herrings, and worked the apprentices eight hours per day for five days 
in place of nine hours, and thereby depriving them of their half of 
Friday. | 


“1 regret to state, that several of the subordinate planters still cling 
to the old system, and cannot divest themselves of their old prejudices 
and arbitrary disposition towards the apprentices, who. on their parts 
have not had sufficient time to reconcile themselves to their former 
oppressors. 2 

“Complaints are greatly diminished since the commencement of my 
duties, and they have become more of a casual than of an important 
nature, frequently between the apprentices themselves only. 


* Parliamentary Papers, sess. 1835, No. 278—I, p. 23. 
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“Tn closing m rt, I very humbly submit to your Excellency 
(from an dette OF thirth-tour years in the colony), that the pros- 
ts for the next. year’s returns are as flattering as can reasonably 
e expected, and are quite at variance with the newspaper reports.”* 
“R. J. Langrish, special magistrate, Lower Clarendon, says: “ ‘The 
crops on almost every estate are finished, and, generally speaking, 
have exceeded those of last year both in quantity and quality. The 
state of preparation for next year’s crop, on all well regulated estates, 
is as forward as the diminished number of hours will allow. Com- 
plaints have decidedly diminished, but I regret to state 1 have been 
_ under the fhecessity of punishing some of the employers for cruel 
treatmen* to their apprentices.” | 
_ ~ fl. Macleod, special magistrate, St. Dorothy’s, says: ‘‘'The crop is 
fast drawing to a close, and will, I hope, present a gratifying return. 
The success of the Whim estate has been remarkable: This property 
made last year 140 hhds. and 60 puncheons, but has this year com- 
pleted no less than 240 hhds. and 110 puncheons; and all this with a 
very trifling quantity of extra labor. Your Excellency’s estate of 
Kelly’s, regard being had to the comparative number of neyroes, 
seems to have done still more than the Whim; and I am happy to 
add, that on neither property has there been a single corporal punish- 
‘ment since I have been a special magistrate in St. Dorothy.”} 


BARBADOES. 
NUMBER OF APPRENTICES, 82,000. 
The following extracts from the despatches of Sir Lionel Smith, the 


governor, will suffice to show the effect of emancipation in this island. 


“96th Jug. 1834, 


ae | aility the pug and satisfaction to state fe ou, mu ye 
a by my latest accounts, exists in e islands of the 
Win ward government.§ | 

“Grenada, on the commencement of the apprenticeship system, 
was partially disturbed by refractory negroes on two estates. The 
ag action of the civil and military authorities immediately restored 
_ “Tn St, Vincent’s, one estate only struck work, and order was soon 

“In Tobago and this island, the negroes have been perfectly order! 
and steady at their duties.” || _ F 


i “ 5th Nov. 1834, 

“T have much pleasure in reporting the existence of perfect tran- 

quillity in this and the other islands of the Windward government.”{ 
“3d Jan. 1835. 

“T have aeat pleasure in reporting general tranquillity and indus- 
try among the apprenticed population of the Windward islands.” ** 


* Parliamentary Papers, sess. 1835, No. 278—I, p. 246. t Ibid. p. 248. 
¢ Ibid. p. 262. § Ibid. pp. 56, 57. i" Ibid. p. 73. 5 Ibid. p. 78. ** Tod. p. 88 
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In lus despatch of the 28th of April, 1835, the governor thus 
expresses himself: 


“It would have been singular, if, on entering into their state of 
modified freedom, the apprenticed laborers had in general displayed 
any insurrectionary movement. They had every thing to hope from 
a passive obedience to the law. Their minds may reasonably be 
supposed to have predisposed them to accept the proffered boon thank- 
fully and quietly; and, in fact, their transition was most orderl 
sceom pug and in the same quiet state they have remained. 
Your lordship will learn with surprise, that although we have been 
for four weeks without any rural police act, the business of the estates 


has progressed as usual, and the general peace has not been any where . 
disturbed.”* 


BRITISH GUIANA. 
NUMBER OF APPRENTICES, 90,000. 
Sir James Carmichael Smyth became governor of this colony in 
June, 1833. On 4th March, 1835, he thus writes: 


“T do not believe that at this moment there is a single estate in 
British Guiana on which a reasonable proportion of work, commen- 
surate to seven and a half hours’ labor, is not performed by the ap- 
prenticed laborers. I deem it my duty further to remark to your lord- 
ship, that since the first of August there has not been an instance of 
a white man upon an estate being struck or ill-treated by a negro ; 
nor has a single building or cane-field been maliciously set fire to. 
These facts speak strongly in favor of the laborers. On one estate 
(La Hague) the sea-dam gave way early on a Sunday morning. The 
negroes, without waiting to be summoned, ran down in a body with 
their tools, and instantly repaired the dam ; thus preventing the estate 
from being ruined for several years. The manager (who is a very 
intelligent and superior man, and has acquired completely both the 
confidence and the respect of the people) assured me that the laborers 
neither asked nor expected any remuneration for performing this ser- 
vice. On another estate, called La Bonne Intention, the buildings 
accidentally caught fire. The fire was extinguished by the exertion 
and good-will of the negroes... The manager assured me, that he was 
compelled to order the laborers to come down from the tops of the 
buildings, and not expose themselves to the very imminent danger 
they voluntarily encountered to preserve their master’s property.”{ 


“12th April, 1835. 


“Tt appears from the statement enclosed, that from the river Deme- 
~ rara alone, 4,676 hogsheads of sugar have been shipped during the 
last six months, more than (with a diminution of one-sixth of his 
labor) the planter had a right to expect ; and more than was re 
by slave labor during the same periods in 1831 and 1832. If, in reply 
to this observation, it should be stated that the planter has paid for 
extra labor, it may be remarked, that it has been money well laid out ; 
4,676 extra hogsheads of sugar, fetching each (in the sugar market) 


* Parliamentary Papers, sess 1835, No. 278—I, pp. 90, 91. ¢ Ibid. p. 173. 
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from 201. to 251., afford a total (even at 201. each) of 93,5201. ; a profit 
which will surely induce the planter to lay out much larger sums 
than he has hitherto, in the payment of extra and willing labor.”* 


“25th May, 1835. 

“ Every thing is going on as well as could be wished. All that 
foolish excitement which lately prevailed among the white population 
is atanend. The reaction has been almost as rapid as was the sud- 
den burst of angry feeling.”} 

. “6th July, 1835. 

“T beg leave respectfully to draw your lordship’s attention to the 
following facts, taken ftom a careful inspection of the custom-house 
returns of the quarter which ended on the 30th ult., and compared 
with similar documents of the four preceding years for the same 

riod. 
ve The average quantity of sugar entered for exportation at the 
custom-house in Demerara and Essequibo, during the June quarters 
of the four years preceding the present one, amounts to 10,723 hogs 
heads per each. As the planter is entitled to one-sixth less labor frora 
the apprentice than from the slave, one-sixth less produce might rea- 
sonably, under present circumstances, have been expected. For the 
June quarter of the present year, consequeitly, if 8,926 hogsheads 
of sugar had been entered for exportation, there could have been no 
just ground of complaint against the apprenticed laborer. Your 
ordship will, however, learn with pleasure, that 13,189 hogsheads 
have been entered; being 2,466 hogsheads more than was produced 
in the same time under the slave system, and 4,263 hogsheads ahove 
what ; planter had a right to calculate upon with his diminished 
abor.” 


The governor proceeds to compare the produce of rum, molasses, 
coffee, and cotton, with the average of the four preceding years, and 
finds that in all, except molassés, the produce is greater ; and of mo- 
lasses, more has been produced than the planter had a right to expect 


with the diminished labor. He adds: 


‘The protracted illness of the collector at Berbice has hitherto pre- 
vented my being furnished with similar returns from that district. I 
understand, however, that the documents from thence will be even 


still more gratifying.” 
MAURITIUS. 


NUMBER OF APPRENTICES, ABOUT 70,000. 


The Abolition Act did not take effect in this island till the Ist Feb- 
ruary, 1835.§ Some days after, the governor, Sir William Nicolay, 
thus writes to the secretary of state: 

“16th February, 1835. 

** A vessel being on the point of sailing for England, I have to 

report, with much satisfaction, that the new system, occasioned by the 


: Reamontery: Papers, sess. 1835, No. 278—I, p. 175. + Ibid. p. 176. 
§ The elay was occasioned by the remoteness of the island, it being situated 
in the Indian ocean.—Ep. 
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act for the abolition of slavery, continues to work well; masters and 
apprentices appearing content.” 

As a large number of the slaves on this island had not been duly 
registered, and consequently the apprenticeship act did not apply to 
them, the British government has ordered the governor to proclaim 
them uncenditionally free. We have not yet heard the result. 


ANTIGUA. 
FORMERLY 30,000 SLAVES—WHITE POPULATION ABOUT 2,000. 


Mr. Henry Loving,* the superintendent of police, thus reports to 


the governor : 
* 1st June, 1835. 


“The progressively healthful state of affairs in this island, leaves 
me but little to aaa upon this report for the month of May ; and I 
am happy to have learnt, from the best authority, that some gentlemen 
of rank, possessing estates in this country, who, from a want of due 
patience, had recently predicted the ruin of the landed interest, are 


now of a different opinion.” t 

Nowhere in the West Indies had the chains of slavery been more 
galling than in Antigua. Nowhere was abolition more violently op- 
posed by the masters. They prophesied the utter ruin of the island 
if it should ever take place. However, on finding that by an imme- 
diate emancipation, instead of the apprenticeship system, they would 
sooner get the compensation money, they resolved to venture upon the 
act which they had so often deprecated as the highest folly. As this 
case embraces all the dangers which can possibly attach to an act of 
immediate abolition, it will be well to recur to the Antigua journals, 
and see how the change from absolute slavery to full and unconditional 
freedom passed off. It is now admitted by all, that the state of society 
in Antigua is perfectly safe, and the island more prosperous, than ever 
under the slave system. Let us see how it passed its perils. The 
Antigua Free Press, of August 7th, 1834, says: 

“The great doubt is solved; the alarming prognostications of the 
advocates of slavery falsified ; the ae hopes of the negro’s friends 
fulfilled, and their pledges honorably redeemed. A whole people, 
comprising 30,000 souls, have passed from slavery into freedom, not 
only without the slightest irregularity, but with the solemn and deco- 
rous tranquillity of a sabbath. 

“The religious sefvices appropriate to the event were commenced 


by the Wesleyans holding, according to a practice -e*liar to them- 
selves, what is called a ‘ watch-night.2. The place «" »yorship were 


numerously attended, particularly by the slaves, ans, ¢ the hour of 


* Mr. Loving is a man of color, the son of a negress, and who had himeeif 
been a slave till ne was nine years of age. 
t Parliamentary Papers, sess. 1835, No. 278—II, p. «¢. 
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twelve, they received the blessing of freedom on their knees, while 
engaged in supplication and thanksgiving tothe Author of all mer- 
cies. Friday, the day of jubilee, presented such a scene as was never 
before witnessed in Antigua. From an early hour in the morning, 
multitudes were seen moving from all quarters to the house of God ; 
and, at the hours of prayer, every church and chapel, perhaps without 
exception, overflowed. In St. John’s and Parham particularly, they 
were literally crammed, the doors and windows crowded, and hundreds 
after all were obliged to remain outside. We attended in the morning 
at the Moravian chapel in town, and are persuaded that there were 
assembled there not less than between three and four thousand per- 
sons, including those.in the school-room, where there was service 
— together with such as could not obtain entrance in either 
ace. 

ue But it was not merely from contemplating the hitherto unequalled 
multitudes of worshippers who filled and environed the houses of 
prayer, that the benevolent looker-on could denve a sublime and hal- 
owed pleasure ; a more striking object of wonder and delight was the 
demeanor of the people universally. It not only claimed the credit of 
being orderly, but was in the highest degree decorous and praise- 
worthy. hile every countenance beamed with happiness, there 
was no unbecoming excitement. Their joy was lively, indeed, but it 
was calm and chastened; and even with regard to their dresses, there 
was no gaudiness nor attempt at finery; every thing was clean, neat, 
and suited toa day of general thanksgiving. ‘The thought occurred to 
- us,—if the philanthropists of Britain could ‘have witnessed the sight 
which we were privileged to behold, how gratefully would they have 
acknowledged that all their solicitude, and exertions, and expense, in 
behalf of the poor enslaved negro, were now amply rewarded. For 
our own part, we felt, that if it were possible and requisite, we could, 
for another such consummation, consent again to suffer the calumnies, 
pers«cution, and poverty, which have been (and still are in pretty large 
measure) inflicted upon us for pleading the cause of our oppressed 
brethren. 

“Tt is exceeding gratifying to learn, from all parts of the country, 
that the sense of propriety manifested by the negroes everywhere in 
a was not thrown off upon returning to their habitations. So- 

riety and decency maintained their rule everywhere ; and the noise 
of dancing and revelling was not heard to proceed from any hut, as 
we understand, throughout the island. 

“But the good conduct of the negroes did not end with the day of 
thanksgiving, when the solemn impressions made by the religious ser- 
vices might be supposed to have worn off, at least in many instances. 
A week has near elapsed, and although all eyes and ears are open, 
and reports in rapidly, we have not heard of a single act of inso- 
lence, msubordination, or violence, committed by any one of them, 
under false and licentious notions of freedom. It is true, that at first 
_ almost all refused the terms of hire proposed by the proprietors 
and attorneys ;. but a little reasoning has prevailed with them; and, 
according to the accounts from the country, there cannot be more than 
one-fifth holding out for higher wages. ‘There is no doubt, however, 
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that these will speedily accede likewise. We feel it to be our duty 
here (and a very gratifying one it is), to bear testimony to the services 
of our friend, Mr. Loving, the superintendent of police, whose exer- 
tions in the performance of his duties have been unwearied, and to 
whose cunciliatory expostulations and advice it is mainly owing that 
the laborers have so speedily returned to the employment of their 
former masters. This gentleman, since assuming office on the first, 
has visited almost every estate, for the purpose of explaining to the 
ee their exact condition, duties, and interest ; my his ae 
ve everywhere been attended with the best effects,” 

On the 14th of August, the same paper says: 

“It is with the highest satisfaction we announce, that we know of, 
and believe there is, no gang of laborers in the island, which has not 
returned to its accustomed employment. Tranquillity prevails every- 
where ; indeed, it has never been broken ; for, although many negroes 
held back from work for some days, in expectation of higher wages, 
not a single instance of riotous misconduct has occurred.” 'The same 
state of things has continued, according to the journals, down to the 
present time. 


MONTSERRAT 6,000 APPRENTICES—NEVIS 9,000—TOR- 
TOLA AND THE VIRGIN ISLANDS 5,000—DOMINICA 
15,000 
“We class these four islands together, as they form a part, along 

with St. Christopher’s (of which we shall treat separately), of one 

general government (that of Anugua), and also because the same 
eneral terms will nearly apply to alike, with slight variations, 

The minds of the negroes, in all of them, were, to a certain degree, 

affected by the difference of their lot from that of the population of 

Antigua. They submitted to the system of apprenticeship very reluc- 

tantly indeed, but with no murmurs loud enough to cause any very 

serious alarm, or to indicate any purpose of combined resistance, ex- 
cept for a few days on the part of the slaves on some French estates 
in Dominica. With this slight exception, the goyernor represents the 
black population, generally, as having conducted themselves with 
great propriety and decorum, and states his belief, that the rumors of 
any failures of the crops had proceeded as much, if not more, from 
the vague apprehension of the planters, as from any reluctance on the 

\ part of the negroes to perform their duties. All these islands had 

_ continued, with these slight exceptions, to enjoy an undisturbed tran- 

. quillity.” 

ST. CHRISTOPHER’S. 
CONTAINING ABOUT 18,000 APPRENTICES. 


“In this island, more than any other, was the grievance of the a 
prenticeship felt by the black population, as they contrasted their own 
situation with that of their neighbors in Antigua, They regarded 
their masters as depriving them of nights to which they considered 
themselves equally entitled by the will of their sovereign; and the 
sub-governor, having been himself a slave-holder, could obtain no 
credit for his explanations; which, on the contrary, they drowned 
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with clamor.” Notwithstanding these unfavorable circumstances, the 
governor thus expresses himself in a letter to the secretary of state, 
of the 18th Nov. 1834: 

It gives me sincere pleasure in stating, that the apprenticeship 
system goes on far better than I believe any one anticipated. The 
negroes are in general very quiet, and, with a very few exceptions, 
work well; numerous planters say that they get as much work done 
under the new system, as ever they did during the existence of slavery ; 


and some gentlemen (a good many) go so far as to say they get 
more.”’* 


ST. VINCENT, CONTAINING ABOUT 22,000 APPREN- 
TICES—GRENADA, ABOUT 24,000—TOBAGO, ABOUT 
13,000. 

From Tobago, the lieutenant-governor, General Darling, on the 
31st December, 1834, addressed to the secretary of state, Mr. Spring 
Rice, the following satisfactory statement : 

“If I might venture to form an opinion on the experience of the five 
months that have elapsed since the extinction of slavery, I should say, 
there is no reason whatever to apprehend any trouble or insubordina- 
tion in. this island under the system of apprenticeship ;, which, notwith- 
standing occasional complaints of late turning out to work, will upon 
the whole prove as beneficial to the interests of the proprietor, as the 
former system; and this, too, without reference to the greatly improved 
condition of the laborer.” } 


TRINIDAD. 
THE NUMBER OF APPRENTICES ABOUT 23,000 

On the 22d of May, 1835, Sir G. Hill, the governor, thus writes ; 

“The sugar crop is now more than three-fourths finished ; it will 
produce (I expect) as much revenue as last year, and with general 
contentedness on the part of the apprentices. 

I delight to remark, that sioulnliganatts have materially decreased ; 
on some estates, none have been inflicted since October last; and I 
entertain a strong belief, that there 1s an advance towards a moral 
improvement, which, if carefull ee will realize the most san- 
_ hopes of the promoters important change effected on the 
first of August last.”{ 

sa ST. LUCIA. 


CONTAINING ABOUT 13,000 APPRENTICES. 


In this island, the great change has been effected without the slight- 
est disorder or disturbance. On the 12th of July, 1834, the new 
vernor, Sir Dudley St. Leger Hill, issued a proclamation, announcing 
approaching emancipation of the slaves on ‘the first of August 
next, a day which he appointed to be observed in all churches and 
ehapels as a day of general thanksgiving'to Almighty God, for having 
inthis infinite wisdom visited the people of this land with so gracious 

* Parliament rs, sess. I No. 278—iI, p. 94. 

t Ibid. pig yaad me 7 + Ibid. p. 212. 
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a dispensation of his good providence; and likewise, of humble inter- 
cession and fervent prayer, that he may be pleased mercifully to fur- 
ther this important change to a peaceful and happy end. 


The governor reports in his letter of the ovember, 1834, as 
follows : 


_ “It is with no ordinary satisfaction that I profit by this opportunity 
to-inform you, that the tranquil and orderly conduct of the apprenticed 
laborers ae. justifies my giving you an assurance, which cannot fail 
te be gratifying to his Majesty’s gov vernment; and that is, that the 
abolition slavery has not, up to this period, interrupted the industry 
which was customary previously to that happy event.”* 


HONDURAS. 
THE NUMBER OF APPRENTICES IS ABOUT 2,500. 
The governor, Colonel Cockburn, on the 15th of December, 1834, 
wrote as follows: 


“The apprenticed laborers are going on well; and although near! 
the whole of them will be assembled here at the ensuing Christmas, 
do not anticipate any disturbance, complaint, or difficulty.”+ 


BAHAMAS, 
THE NUMBER OF APPRENTICES ABOUT 9,000. 
In these scattered islands, some acts of insubordination occurred in 
the first instance, but. unattended with:yiolence of any kind. On the 
5th of March, 1835, the acting governor reports : 


“IT am happy in being able to report to your lordship, that tranquil- 
lity prevails roughout these islands, and the inhabitants appear to 
look forward to an im es. in their circumstances, which will 
contribute to the general contentment.” 


GRAND CAYMANAS. 
CONTAINING ABOUT 1,000 NEGROES, FORMERLY SLAVES. 

These small islands seem_hitherto to have been almost excluded 
from the pale of society, though not very distant from Jamaica. The 
slaves in the Caymanas had never been registered. The Abolition 
Act declared all unregistered slaves to be free from the Ist of August, 
1834. After some delay, the secretary of state ordered them to be 
declared free; and Lord Sligo prepared to issue a proclamation to that 
effect, which was accompanied with an address. On the 3d of May, 
Lord Sligo himself visited these islands with the proclamation and 
address, in order to sooth the proprietors, and to calm and instruct the 
slaves, who were mutually thunderstruck by the unexpected ‘proceed- 
ing, which took place on the morning of his arrival. The whole affair 
appears to have passed over very quietly. 


* Parliamentary papers, sess 1835, No, 278—II, p. 225. 
t Ibid. p. 246. t Ibid. p. 265, 
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© BERMUDA cae 
FORMERLY THERE WERE ABOUT 5,000 SLAVES: 

The legislature of this island declined, as is well known, to subject 
their slaves to the apprenticeship, and declared them entirely free fom 
the Ist of August, 1834. The law admits to the elective franeltise all 
the free who are duly qualified. Not the slightest symptom Of disaf- 
fection or disturbance appears to have at any time occurred in this 
isiand. | 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, 
THE NUMBER OF APPRENTICES ABOUT 35,000. 

The governor of this colony, in his despatch to the secretary of 
state, dated 6th December, 1833, writes thus: — 

“From the reports of the public functionaries, from the communi- 
cations I have received from many other individuals who have the best 
opportunities of ascertaining the state of the public mind, and from 
my own personal observations, I feel that 1 may venture to assure you, 
that there is no cause: to apprehend, on the part of the slave proprietors 
ia this colony, any openly avowed ‘hostility to the bill; still less an 
thing partaking of systematic resistance to it, or that the measure wi 
be here productive of any collision between the different classes of 
society.” 

On the Ist of April, 1834, the governor, Sir Benjamin D’Urban, 
wrote that he had granted permission to the inhabitants of the colony 
to:hold a public meeting, to consider and suggest the measures that 
might be requisite in this crisis of their affairs. Among these mea- 
sures Was a proposition to abridge the period of the apprenticeship by 
two years, so that all slavery should terminate in this colony on the 


lst December, 1838, instead of the 1st December, 1840; the majority 
of their slaves being domestic, and not predial, 


RECEIPTS 


Into the Treasury of the American A. ; Quarterly Collections received by the 
S. Society, from September 25th to Publishing Agent, during the mouth 
October 17th, 1836. of September, 1836. 
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LEWIS TAPPAN, nme ~e 
New York, October 17, 1836. 








